



























































































































































SOUTHEAST WASHINGTON WILDLIFE CONCERNS

A variety of wildlife concerns continue to be a problem in the S.E. Washington area. These all
relate to too many animals (Elk damage), or too few animals (restricted hunting opportunity).
Added to this mix is a lack of wildlife enforcement officers.
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The consolidated Dept of Fish and Wildlife is also perceived as being preoccupied with
anadromous fish concerns to the detriment of wildlife concerns. This study will be conducted
in conjunction with the wildlife damage study.

A public hearing is planned for the Walla Walla area. (Staff - Ross Antipa, Vic Moon)
WILDLIFE COMMISSION AUTHORITY

The Fish and Wildlife Commission made a spirited attempt to increase their authority over the
director of the Dept and the Governor in the 1995 session. The issue was not resolved, but
there is great public and legislative interest.

There may be an opportunity to work more closely with the Commission, and to look for issues
that the Committee may work on jointly with the Commission. (Staff - Ross Antipa)

INDIAN TREATY SHELLFISH RIGHTS

Implementation of the Rafeedie decision on tribal shellfish rights has not been finalized by the
court. The state will be required to alter its shellfish management program in order to provide
the court-ordered rights of the treaty tribes. In turn, the legislature will be required to revisit
the statutes to bring them into compliance with the court decision. The legislature will probably
fund the appeal of the Rafeedie decision.

The Committee will work with the Attorney General’s Office to keep abreast of the issues.
(Staff - Ross Antipa)

WILDLIFE DAMAGE

The committee is concerned about the amount and frequency of wildlife damage claims, and the
source of the funding for the claims (wildlife fund). In addition, the procedure for killing a
damage causing wildlife is a matter of controversy. The need for preventative measures needs
to be assessed, including funding issues. Legislation passed in 1995 allowed the legislature to
pay more than $2,000 per damage claim through December 31,1995. (Staff - Vic Moon)

FOREST INCENTIVES AND SMALL LANDOWNER STEWARDSHIP

The Committee will continue its study of methods to improve forest health, forest practices and
wildlife habitat through the use of incentives. Meetings in Olympia are planned with both the
Department of Natural Resources and the Department of Community, Trade, and Economic
Development. The Committee intends to work with representatives of private forest landowners.
(Staff - Vic Moon, with intern to be assigned)
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